Transcultural Studies

Newsletter

Ne §

Spring 2023

T2 D kR ER
JYVRF 77—+ —=—TX

White Power and Neoliberal American Culture
Edward K. CHAN
a v FHETE O S
— R IE T — A TiE R, DEODIBEE D ITET R | —

E L Ao EEM

BEa)IE—
HE | 21328, e

=i fEER

BOMES (1)
W




B D BRIAR

JIRP77—+-Y—=TX

Y —7X (Reeves) &HIL ¥ 3, EHFEHA
XAti 7 v 777 4 (JCulP) F X 0% et ah
FOBEENLOPHELTWEETT, P
EIREBICEDNE HFLDFRICET R,
il & DT +— - ZhkHE, KEOREAER
DU L, Y NI & 5o
T, S FWA L >T0 3, DA
D& LHTT, BeHEDERDBEL LT D
A& EHEE 5T, AR Y REEEZ T
720 Y HECHEATHE TR RARTE
A& | ODREF 70T, EoHEY [EAL
YEREBILEM LR BFEEASTHAERICE YT TL O 2 7,
Hi o BERE ADBF 2 RAROUEADAAT, LHO 8 %5
WD L7 b iR 2 RITCHIFE L 720 ILDH TR T SR THi%E L b
B, ROPTFIRERLIf-2FbH 5, RN, ffoRW
BRI XM Th b oty 4B, S WNINEZFHNEEDDH -7
DT, ZOBRROBECF o, TEE, MIEEBRELC R, F T4
—DETUH X HEIE > Z LT Wi, 1ok Lz, WAic, fiziho 2k
TN (2] &[22 #ot,

INIBT DAL BEICTRL - HBREEKE B, SETHHOT VS, H
ARICEZ L7240, HRFEE D > & B LT, REOEMB-CSCFICEL TR
BANCE L oo, ZOBMFCr, B2 b0, HILASHE, T2T8
CERBLIK L2, HFERIEROERFEOREDY T2 o 7270 HE1AD
7o KGR TR I H SRR RIS 22 2 D 1 72, B2 L RITE - TIZ.
FCEEHOBE—WREAROME— B2 5T FEY Ol »
LOADBLZZICESTHEIRABLLOMRFHICLZ, 2OX)ICEBHD
UKL T, MOFHLFDI bICARERD LS L S Clhiotk, £7255
Hic, 300 A B 8o T e, B TRER L7, [COMids
BEALEO KT OBBFL L] LEoT, Z LT DX &M M)
EIFEN TV R HERA TN, CARICEHT 2004510 - LMY
Ve nS HSOREL B EL b, [hoE, [HER)] 2FELES] L@




TNz,

IS cito 3. PROKEE» LM 72 THIEE] &L, Mk
ZMf—DXHE XA TAF L 2R AL~ k) L5 o—E—iE
gt L Chdz, BRARICET T 2 HITICE D025 &, HH, #ofkoEEDEE
WCEHBA%ZEE D 72, HIRZARTEERE D, UV ~AB Loz, #H—ADREET
BB A7 B0 R CHEOREBZIEL & i -T2 a8E 57, B
DEEHBTCIC [HIEE] 2 FARABIKLTE 2, LI HRERHO LT
BCEND o EFIC b b oS, THEE] 3 & vk toknd
DEEBTICEBVRAALTHZ, DEWS0EWARbDE, B2 RmEE Y L
B d 0, S L SEOLITZ S, Bb A, [HEE] »FHicE
NTHRGEMSCEOHFIC T 2 F KR LA EABNTEL, RoTid [l
HIL) BBED AL, b, HOWIRAF L TR LTS, ohd ¥
FAREEARR T, PEANSMR AR, hEEE JLREDH 2 FRAHR EE
2X9ICFEThRo T, b & XD E D DERIFTEEI AR ICE O
SPICHR A R o ¢, DEERR] 2SI, MEFRRRPPFAM 28 Y 1 £ A
2o oWV IbFT, HAXYFOMFITA-TH, i3, FEXBHANZ
o7z, MEJEE] CHINCEOEF 2 X (A, —Biz, HAEZEZ HE
ECHIFT 52 L i hIc 0Tk,

INIHTD#EAETHEGZZRETZ % 217 1c, FIZHARE I I FICE
BTz, 55 2 OHRIC B 5Tz, Lad., Wi bATOMELSERE
nTh, B (e 213) PROMoEEZHRTEC, b, CoFHEid
FALEERESB S, I ER LD THRALEZD DR, 2 EIc— LadbiE
FIc—RBviAA TS, BEZES I 20 AR, e, R T
37205 5. BDFE—NDRIZE TR AN o 72 FH D 70 WEREE O BRI I3 5
CHETELTw3, W BETLEF v, TR LEoTd. H2LEELBK
T2L13. HLETL -ATHAALHICAZ, KFORFCLTH, 2%
FCHWAREDBFEICLTH, TN HL T THMMAORERRICT E 0,
H2 6 TAo TAARWEBRIFHEICIRD bz b DIZAEICT D bR, g
CHEBICEALELY IS, BEREEICHEBLE CADBH B, AHNBKLT
L 2B AN LAFAE L DORVD DE L BVALTHE DR, &
DXEIIAZOMYZ L mEE TOEMT 2, WL HMADTHATHTDH,
INEHRE0b0TRELED D TIEH N, LEHIET SR, ZORMEA
LDEFTCRLTVWE—F, AL Co@EALICHEbRTWE, Haxdo



B K FR L 72 % O BRIRIRICHE T D MWL H A
DTELLIIChRo720, WENPZBIHATL
$9, ML N Iz DBEKICHZ L) X
DiF, HoZOMDTHZ LI HIHFT 5,

BT % B CBEER 0 H T & (WM& ok
NNERFICEZI2R[DT 5, EREFFEGIEL
FERCHALEZWAARMEITE S — AN THD
Ve, BRI AFIC B L7z < 7, B CHE
LEbDiHLETHZOBKICTER L, &
B ORTIX R,

NCREZLSBwE WS XD iE, LA, K
KRS THREEINEVD DD 5, T
HABEFRIC [T OMEEIcOWTEET,
B oW, KBOL<Th s KIEIHM #oE  [TREOWRES 24
DICHb VD EVHICE 20T, BoTHEICKE bEzxmvy b
Neo¥hc, by LTI, Ll KEoktz26, HEC
Bz e REE-MIC R 5. 2o HRDHREBIT 5. bW 2 1FEH
REFZ 2 5, KA T 00, AL 2HARE I A ) — i
7259 —IRIERRIC R o 72K TV ID DL, T5L, 2DBPIKET>TWwiz
NEHOMAIZKERFE TR -7, AEICE > 72KIIZFT L THREEZHT
TR fE S L. Wb o2 HWRBEZE RV LT, 2L T
CRELRBICREAA G XS I S A L, MO D 1 E AR 2
D7, MADBREE SO, EERL] OARUTRICHE AT Nk, i
iy v~V WETE)BERLIADOFR —THY, ZOfivIiZAI
Win K 7n o 72 K5 % VR 3 72 @ O FHELT 7 WAl B —TH A,
a2 DENFSEERILND 2007255, o L THlLA BRIk > 7%
ZMAR > TE SO TlE R, FERSNIE, BIFLDIDHZY DWFEIC
FELVETICEHW AT EI Y, O ZOHICERL TNE1LEI 0%
FRNBEIVMIZE VL WS b FER MEHE] 25HA TV BERIC,
% RCnwB3on, MIZELCWE0n, EALREREIZZTL 300, &
FTHRELZDDLLEI VI LI ICEEZHEo TV IDMAE AL, FHEIAL
mrazl Chbimraghnnw, EirEo [WHEEL] 8525, BOOHEMNSH
5, MEOZVEEITFHHE IR, B IEREDICTE RV, Ao
OIS 7 L IFEMEERHHRE KD T v, BEEZRKD TV 3,

ACE of PENTACS.




White Power and Neoliberal
American Culture

Edward K. CHAN

What does white extremism
have to do with a seemingly race-
neutral conception of
economics? This is the question
my coauthor—Patricia Ventura
of Spelman College in Atlanta,
Georgia—and I try to address in
our book White Power and

Neoliberal — American  Culture,

published by the University of
California Press in April 2023. We draw on our past work on the cultural
manifestations of neoliberalism in the US (Ventura) and race in American
utopian fiction (myself). This is unfortunately a timely question, when US
society is polarized not just by economic inequality but also racialized politics
that result in extremism and domestic terrorism in the form of mass shootings
and even attempts to sabotage power stations and other infrastructure to start
a race war—sometimes referred to as RaHoWa or racial holy war—that many
white power advocates hope to start through what is referred to as
“accelerationism.”

While reading and writing about novels that call for or imagine “America”
as a white utopia is far from the pleasure we often associate with reading and
studying literature, these are texts we must confront especially in these days
when there is a disturbing resurgence in the US of white supremacist
extremism and, as disconcerting, politicians (like the guy with the orange face
and fake hair) and media figures (like the guy who claims to know how
“white men fight,” even though he looks like he’s never been a fight in his life,
and was fired from that right-wing fake news network) willing to pander to
the full range of white identity politics, from white supremacist extremism to
pasty nostalgia rooted in an unspoken racialized past to backlashes against

civil rights for women and sexual/racial minorities rooted in the cultural



pluralism and diversity that “America” often claims to represent. Even more
unsettling than these novels are the manifestos written by extremists who
engage in mass murder in their devotion to what we have taken to calling,
along with other scholars, “white power,” as the most recent form of white
supremacy since roughly the 1960s.

The recent mass shooting in Texas on May 6, 2023, reveals that the notion
of whiteness as a racial category is riddled with contradictions and ambiguity,
as is the case with the long history of racial thinking, most strikingly in the
history of western racial science from at least the 1700s with its attempts to
empirically measure things like skull sizes and categorize people into
different races. The Texas shooter identified as “Hispanic” (one of many
ambiguously racialized categories), but he still believed in a white supremacy
that usually considers such people as nonwhite and therefore inferior.
Nevertheless, his killing of eight people and wounding of many others on a
Saturday afternoon in a crowded outdoor mall is part of a larger trend of mass
shootings in the name of white power ideology, which is not restricted to the
US since it also occurs in places like Norway and New Zealand.

Neoliberalism is also not necessarily a fun topic to research and work with,
but like white power, it is a reality we have to face and comprehend. We
approach neoliberalism as the current form of what political theorist Cedric
Robinson theorized as “racial capitalism” arguing that the logic of
racialization existed before capitalism arose in Europe and helped shape
capitalism’s evolution into the hegemonic mode of production (chattel slavery
being one incredibly convenient way to expropriate labor). In the US,
neoliberalism arose roughly in the 1970s, flowering in the 1980s and heralded
in President Ronald Reagan’s famous pronouncement as he took office:
“Government is not the solution to our problem; government is the problem.”
Reagan and his cronies institutionalized the drive to scale back government
and allow free-market logic to colonize every aspect of our lives. Moreover,
both the Republican and Democratic political parties help perpetuate the
neoliberal regime.

What we try to argue in our book is that there is a Venn diagram that
includes significant overlap between neoliberalism and white power,

resulting in attempts to define the “traditional” heterosexual nuclear family



in which a man presides and a woman produces children. In neoliberal
ideology, this family structure replaces state-sponsored social support
systems that have historically been provided by government. For white power
advocates, it rescues the supposedly threatened white race, enshrined in the
white power mantra known as the “14 Words”: “We must secure the existence
of our people and a future for white children.”

If you'd like to hear more about these issues, but don’t want to read the
book—and who could blame anyone for not wanting to—Trish and I were
interviewed on May 12, 2023, on the radio show Leonard Lopate at Large on
WBALI in New York City:

https://soundcloud.com/leonard-lopate/white-power-and-american-

neoliberal-culture.
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