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RURAL TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN
BANGLADESH

Tania Hossain

Tourism broadly means visiting place(s). In the 21st century, the trend of
traveling has increased all over the world because of globalization and
digitalization. Broadly speaking there are two types of tourism-inbound and
outbound tourism which is known as domestic and international tourism.
Inbound tourism means tour within national boundary. Here tourists do not
cross the national boundaries. Outbound tourism means tour outside the
national boundaries where tourists travel overseas. Along with the tourist, the
concept of tourism has also changed and several types of new concept
emerged like religious tourism, rural tourism, ecotourism, food tourism and
cultural tourism, so on. The term, “Rural Tourism”, is a new phenomenon. It
means one form of tourism based on rural areas or in rural settlements.
Generally, tourists who get tired of busy and rustic city life, prefer this kind
to quiet and ecotourism. Also those who like to stay close with nature, they
prefer this type of tourism. Rural tourism helps to develop rural economy and
also promote rural culture to the world as well as rural people also can know
many unknown things from tourists.

Bangladesh is a country that has emerged from a nine month long civil war
between the East and the West Pakistan. Naturally, the political turmoil has
led the country’s economy to suffer more. After independence in 1971, it was
hoped that economic emancipation would lead to political freedom, and that
poverty would be eradicated. Now after 47 years of its independence, there
are disappointments in the achievements. Nearly thirty percent of the
population still lives under the poverty line and more than seventy percent
population live in rural area. Tourism especially rural tourism can be the main
source of revenue for this small country. Bangladesh has many historical-
cultural places and many attractive natural environments which can be
utilized for the development of tourism. This land is blessed with beautiful
plain lands and beaches, historical and religious places, historical buildings,
hills and islands, forests and attractive countryside. These attractions are

important to promote tourism in the country. However, the mainstream



tourism does not seem to be giving importance
to the tourism especially to the development of
rural tourism.

Although Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation
(BPC) plays the most important roles for the
development of tourism in Bangladesh, many
other tour companies also have a big impact to
promote and to develop this industry.
Historically Bangladesh has been an attractive

tourist destination. During the tertiary era 1 to

6.5 million years ago, Bangladesh was formed
and human habitation is very old. The area has long been regarded as a
natural bridge between South and South East Asia. Thus, it played an
important role in trade and commerce in the South Asian sub-continent and
Far East. Ibn Battuta (1304-1378) Moroccan traveler who visited Bengal in
1346 AD has mentioned about the progress and prosperity of Bengal.
Narratives of Ibn Battuta show several social aspects of that period. He has
mentioned the influence of the sufi saints on both the Hindus and Muslims.
The Hindu-Muslim cultural heritage are still visible in Bangladesh as well as
in India. Ibn Battuta had an ample knowledge about the life of the people of
Bengal and all of his works reflect his experience. He was impressed by the
beauty of Bengal, people’s behavior, living expenses and of course by the
beauty of nature. Bengal was full with bounties and beauties. Bengal loses its
importance as an attractive tourist destination because of political turmoil
from 1757 to 1947. During these long period of time this continent had gone
through several wars and turmoil. Three different countries emerged in 50
years. Because of that at present it is not an important tourist destination to
the international world. According to World Tourist Organization (WTO)
report, number of international tourist has increased by 32% over five years.
Tourism can be one of the major economic sources for Bangladesh. It is one of
the main sources of income for many countries of the world. But in
Bangladesh, there is no national tourism plan and also very few research has
done in tourism. Besides there are several problems-over populated city, poor
road and construction, security, lack of management, poor infrastructure and

most importantly lack of international and global knowledge.



Rural tourism is slowly taking place in Bangladesh. Although the concept
of rural tourism in Bangladesh is fairly new, there are some successful and
inspiration stories.

Different districts offer different kinds of tourism in Bangladesh but almost
all districts offer rural tourism. The term rural tourism simply means a special
type of tourism that takes place in rural areas. It provides holidays to the
tourist and jobs to the local people. The main purpose of this tourism is to
show the local culture and resources to the tourist. Now a day’s most people
are living in cities and leading a busy and monotonous life. People get tired
of this city life and want to escape from hustle and bustle of city life as well as
noise and pollution. For this reason, many people choose rural areas to travel.
To have healthy and hassle free life, they want to enjoy fresh food with fresh
air. They desire for authentic experience from authentic place. Bangladesh is
a wonderful place for rural tourism but there are many obstacles.

Illiteracy or lack of literacy is a major problem in developing the rural
tourism sector in Bangladesh. Most of the rural people do not have basic
education. Most of the girls do not complete the primary school. It is very
difficult to improve this business with such a huge number of illiterate people.
In 2008, rural literacy rate in Bangladesh was 51.49% (Source-BBS). Moreover,
according to the Census report 2001, 59.77% of the rural population completes
primary education, 10.28% of the rural population completes 5.5.C and H.S.C.
Only 1.30% of the rural population is graduate and above. Because of this poor
literacy rate, they do not understand the meaning of rural tourism and cannot
communicate with the potential tourist.

Poor infrastructure is also major hindrances for the development of tourism.
Tourist would be attracted to the mere natural beauty if the infrastructure is
poor. Although in Bangladesh roads and transportation system improved a
lot but roads from the main city to the tourist spots yet to develop. The general
conditions of highways, railways, waterways and domestic airways do not
meet the international standard. Clean and safe toilet on the highway as well
as clean food is also pre-requisite for tourism, but Bangladesh lacks it. Lack of
electricity in villages is also a big problem. In most of the rural areas where I
have visited I found that major problems are —poor internet connection, low
voltage, no life time entertainment and unsafe river transport. Foreign tourists
want to share their memories via social media but in some remote area it is

very difficult to get. So they lost the interest to travel again return to their



countries with unsatisfactory experiences from Bangladesh. Also to make
river tourism more attractive, rivers need to be cleaned and safe for tourist.
But, there are no arrangements for regular water transport allowing for safe
travel through the waterways. To overcome the obstacles, following

suggestions can be helpful.

1.  Image of Bangladesh needs to be improved. The reason of poor
image is our behavior and publicity and it is we who can change this
image. For this reason positive advertisement is necessary. Media
can also play a very effective role.

2. Successful tourism depends on the trained people. In
Bangladesh although there are many village landscape, wildlife,
community life, and natural heritage that may catch the attention of
foreigners, when tourist go there, they end up with disappointment
and frustrations. As local people are not educated as well as trained
and hard for them deal with the local people. Trained and educated
people can make this industry more attractive to the foreign land.
There is an acute shortage of skilled and professional manpower in
tourism industry in Bangladesh and because of lack of education it
is very difficult to progress in this field. Another important thing is
that although 70% people are living in rural area but very few
training centers located in rural areas. Most of the training centers
are in Dhaka and also trainers are not willing to go to rural area to
provide training to the local people. As most of the tourist spots are
situated in rural areas so educating and training rural populations

are inevitable.

Bangladesh became independent 47 years ago but it could get tourist
attention as one of the main tourist places to visit. Other Asian countries like
India, Srilanka, Maldives, Nepal and Bhutan have drawn the attention of
many tourist and those are first choice for many tourist. Although Bangladesh
is full with all potentials but development of tourism especially rural tourism
is very slow. 70% people are living in rural areas and many opportunities are
there to develop this industry. It requires attention of both government and
non-governmental organizations.

If you want to know yourself, travel!



WHAT IS THE ZEST FOR LIFE?

—Analysis of Integrated Studies in Tsuwano High School—
Tamamura Shiori

The topic of my thesis is “What is the zest for life? — Analysis of Integrated
Studies in Tsuwano High School—.” The zest for life is the main point of
education in Japan and I think integrated studies is effective to foster this
skills. So, I will research "the zest for life" and integrated studies referring the
practice in Tsuwano High School.

“The zest for life” appeared in 1996. The report of the Central Council for
Education said that the main purpose of education for the 21st century is to
foster in pupils a zest for life. In the document, the zest for life is indicated
into three points: 1. Academic skills: the ability to find out issues, to learn and
think, to make decisions, to act, however, the society changes dramatically; 2.
richness of mind that is to regulate themselves, to cooperate each other and
the rich sensitivity; 3. Physical development that is basis of all the abilities.
(The first Report of the Central Council for Education, 1996)

Academic Skills were defined in the Basic Act of Education, which was
reformed in 2006. Academic skills have three components: 1. to solidly acquire
basic and fundamental knowledge and skills; 2. to foster the ability to think,
to make decisions, to express themselves and other abilities that are necessary
to solve problems by using acquired knowledge and skills; 3. to cultivate an
attitude of proactive learning. (MEXT, 2006)

In the next reform in 2020, the main purpose of education is to foster the
zest for life.

However, through the conventional overemphasis on intellectual training,
it is difficult to foster these skills. Therefore, integrated studies can be the key
point in Japanese schooling.

Tsuwano High School is located in Tsuwano town in Shimane prefecture.
Tsuwano High School is located in underpopulated area and has about 200
students. “Tsuwano High School Miryoku-ka Project” started in 2013 to avoid
the crisis of a merger. This project includes various activities and integrated
studies is one of them. integrated studies in this high school is practiced
intensively for two weeks. Students work on themes common to each grade

based on local problems. And they mainly work on group work and teachers



just facilitate them. Also, cooperation of local residents is the important point.
For example, last year, 70 persons participated in the class and did one-to-one
talk. In summary, integrated studies of Tsuwano High School has three
characteristics: cross-cutting learning, proactive learning, and opened-to-
society learning.

There are three reasons that I chose Tsuwano High School. First, this
practice is innovative attempt in the points to form intensive course for two
weeks and to try meeting the request of real issues. Second, there are a variety
of students who have deviations and future courses after graduation, so the
practice of this school can adopt various high schools in Japan. Third, this
school has set connections and promoted cooperation between persons in
various positions such as teachers, the resident staffs and local residents. This
practice can change the current closed situation at the field of schools in Japan.

The purpose of this research is to clarify the function of integrated studies
in the field of school education in Japan and also to analyze the system to
foster students the zest for life. This research will be referred by the practice
at Tsuwano High School by participating and observing at this high school.

This research will probably be helpful for educators to practice integrated
studies in the classroom and also useful for policymakers involved in
education. Although many articles have been published in newspapers and
magazines concerning integrated studies, few research work has done in this
field. The expectation from this work is to find out the answers of following
research questions.

1: What is the result of the practice at Tsuwano High School?

2: How can the students acquire the zest for life?

3: How can we realize the education to cultivate the zest for life in
the current Japanese schooling?

On my research, a multi-method approach will be taken to data collection,
such as data and documents from MEXT and journals and newspapers. This
research will be mainly based on the data from the interview at Tsuwano High
School to use to analyze the practice of Integrates Studies. I am going to
interview toward students, teachers and facilitators in this September.
However, the time limit to interview is problem and the resources from MEXT
and other government institutions are plentiful.

(Seminar «Language, Culture, and English Education»)

* See References on the back of the front page.
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