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Following is a summary of a three-day, international, interdisciplinary symposium for a
symposium entitled “Utopia/Dystopia, Race, Nation” held at Waseda University’s Toyama
Campus on 2025 March 17-19. Funding from an “International Academic Events Organization
Grant” from Waseda University’s International Office combined with Waseda’s Tokutei Kadai
(F57E #R%8) grant brought two eminent scholars from the United States, Professor Phillip E.

WEGNER (University of Florida) and Professor Alex ZAMALIN (Rutgers University), to Japan
to give keynote talks at the symposium and interact with students and faculty from several
universities in Japan. The event was organized by Edward K. CHAN, professor of American
studies in the Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences (35 F7i7ft) at Waseda University. For

some of the students, this was the first opportunity to present their work in a formal setting. The
visit by Wegner and Zamalin also included individual research consultations with six Waseda
students (including ZHANG Runan, doctoral student in the English Studies Course [J& X 5 3 —

A, and those listed below) to discuss their research and future plans.

The presentations included

March 17

Julian Jun ABE, graduate student, Department of Social Anthropology, University of
Cambridge: “Hula as an Embodied Utopia: Shared Cultural Kinship Beyond Blood”
TOYOTA Kaomi (CHOW Jia Wen), graduate student, Global Japanese Literary and
Cultural Studies, Waseda University: “Imagining Japanese Identity in Contemporary Japan”
Michael LARSON, assistant professor, Faculty of Law, Keio University: “Samuel R.
Delany’s Dhalgren and Utopia without Totality”

SAKAMOTO Azumi, graduate student, Graduate School of International Culture and
Communication Studies, Waseda University: “Invasive Species and Nationalist Fears:
Racialized Narratives of the African ‘Killer’ Bee”

March 18

Phillip E. WEGNER, professor and Marston-Milbauer Eminent Scholar in English,
University of Florida: “Dystopia, Allegory, and Utopia in the Contemporary Novel”

IRIE Tomoko, graduate student, Global Japanese Literary and Cultural Studies, Waseda
University: “Racial/National Identity in Dystopia: An Analysis of Sakasama no Patema”
Forrest BOR, undergraduate student, Global Studies in Japanese Culture, Waseda University:
“The ‘Demi-human’ as a (Non)racial Other in 7okyo Ghoul (Sui Ishida)”

NAKAMURA Asami, lecturer in English literature, Graduate School of International Studies,
Kobe University: “Queering Waste in Fresh Kill (1994) by Shu Lea Cheang and Slow River
(1995) by Nicola Griffith”



March 19

Alex ZAMALIN, department chair of Africana Studies and professor of Africana studies and
political science, Rutgers University: “The Future of Utopia: Thinking with Afrofuturism”
Eric MARGOLIS, graduate student, Global Japanese Literary and Cultural Studies, Waseda
University: “‘Japaneseness’ as a Paratext: Reading National Identity Out of Translated
Contemporary Fiction”

IIDA Mayu, project lecturer, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo: “You Can
Only Be the Utopia/n: Racial Politics and Utopianism amid Troubled Times”

MORITA Norimasa, professor, Graduate School of International Culture and
Communication Studies, Waseda University: “British Skinhead Culture and the National
Front”

The daily attendance for the symposium averaged about 15-20 people and included faculty in
attendance from other universities such as Professor Laurence WILLIAMS from Sophia
University (Tokyo) and Professor Megen de BRUIN-MOLE from the University of Southampton
(UK). Perhaps most impressive was a local second-year high school student interested in
applying to Waseda University who attended each day. All the presentations provided thought-
provoking analyses of Japanese, British, and American cultural representations in relation to the
symposium’s theme. Although not such a large audience, discussions of each presentation were
intensive and led to fruitful and ongoing discussions among the presenters and audience
members. As one audience member (who just happened to see the event advertised) commented,
it was one of the best “conferences” they had experienced in Japan.

On the first day, Edward CHAN gave the opening remarks and dedicated the symposium to the
late Fredric JAMESON (1934-2024) as a tribute to Jameson’s tremendous contributions to not
just literary studies and critical theory, but especially to the field of utopian studies. Chan then
discussed the rationale and background of the symposium, laying out the key terms—
utopia/dystopia, race, nation—and how they interconnect. Noting Jameson’s relationship to
renowned Japanese scholar KARATANI Kgjin, Chan used Karatani’s work on the nation
(“Nation and Ecriture,” Nation and Aesthetics: On Kant and Freud) as well as utopia (“A
Japanese Utopia”) to further elaborate on the key terms. Since his intended talk, “Exhausting
White Nationalism,” was replaced by Julian ABE’s presentation at the last minute, Chan briefly
outlined what he would have discussed in terms of the multiple meanings of the term exhaust in
relation to his work on white nationalism, previewing his chapter for a forthcoming collection,
Whiteness and American Literature (Cambridge University Press, July 2025), edited by
Professor Jolene HUBBS at the University of Alabama.

On the second day, Professor WATANABE Aiko, current chair of the Department of
Transcultural Studies (% 7t {t i@ %), which cohosted the event, officially welcomed the

participants and introduced the department as well as Waseda University’s School of Culture,
Media and Society (XAt 185 5) in the Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences.

One clear benefit was bringing together scholars at different career stages, including
undergraduate and graduate students, from Japan and abroad to share their research and engage
in formal and informal conversation. The individual research consultations involving Professors



Wegner, Zamalin, and Chan with the students proved to be a unique opportunity for the students
to get advice on their research and future goals from an international perspective. The event was
the first opportunity for both Wegner and Zamalin to visit Japan and become acquainted with
Tokyo during their short visit and with some of the scholarship being done at Japanese
universities. There are already future plans for continuing international research collaborations,
including a conference panel at the next annual meeting of the Society for Utopian Studies (2025
October 30 — November 1): https://utopian-studies.org/conference2025/.

Lastly, the symposium further solidified ongoing research in utopian studies in Japan,
particularly in the form of a utopian studies reading group representing different Japanese
universities whose members are planning to organize future symposia on various themes related
to utopian studies held at different campuses in Japan. Although in Japan there is currently no
academic society dedicated to utopian studies as a broad, interdisciplinary field, the symposium
demonstrated only a small portion of the growing body of work in the field that does exist.

(Photographs for the event will be forthcoming.)
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