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American Studies

The seminar will be an introduction to American studies, which is an interdisciplinary field
of study focused on various aspects of American culture. We will organize our study of
America around key topics (many of which are overlapping), such as national identity, race and
ethnicity, class, gender, sexual orientation, disability, globalization, immigration, regionalism,
foodways, consumerism, power and authority, countercultures, and so on. The seminar will
emphasize “active learning,” meaning students are expected to actively contribute to the class
through participation, discussion based on homework assignments, presentations, among other
things. The objective is to prepare students for researching and writing the graduation thesis.

Some things for you to consider if you are interested in this seminar:

1) You should be willing to speak, write, and listen in English, as the course will be entirely
in English.

2) You should be prepared to participate in discussion (in other words, talk, think, and
listen) every week.

3) You should be prepared to do work outside of class (i.e., homework), including reading,
writing, and preparing presentations.

4) You should be prepared to learn and conduct academic research in various forms.

5) You should be prepared to write your graduation thesis entirely in English, including
doing research in English. The topic of the thesis must be related to American culture.




== “-=x ~ RZT R
= o I{b . * =] =] *&ﬁ'ﬁ -~ kstania2@waseda.jp
Language, Culture, and English Education (LCEE)

Language is not only a means of communication but it is also a social phenomenon which is closely tied
up with social structures and values. Language is indissolubly linked with the members of the society in
which it is spoken, and social factors are inevitably reflected in their speech. English is currently regarded
as the world’s principal international language. It performs a useful function in the multilingual society.
People are not forced to master English at all costs. There are people who adopt English and use it
alongside their own culture, and combine it with. In this class we will look at how English varies around
the world as well as at issues that affect language usage such as age, gender, and class. Difference among
countries as well as within countries will be considered.

At the same time, language and culture are deeply related in many ways, and languages influence human
values and the culture in which they are born. Culture strongly influences how an individual approaches
education, and a society's culture determines how that society educates its citizens. Because culture
consists of values and beliefs that influence practices, students are more likely to engage in education that
aligns with and includes their cultural identity. Culture refers to the core beliefs and customs of a
particular group of people, and it can be observed in many aspects of their lives, such as their language,
food, clothing, religious ceremonies, symbols and history. In many cases, culture is associated with family
origins, race, ethnicity and geographic location, but culture can also be gained by choosing to identify with
a specific group. Learning a language other than your mother tongue also increases your opportunities to
come into contact with information about different cultures and diverse values and ways of thinking. It
goes without saying that English as an international language in particular opens up opportunities for
access to diverse cultures.

This seminar examines English language issues at societal and global levels. It discusses the historical
context of the global development of English, status of English as a first and second language, and issues
involving English that are currently developing in and across diverse societies. This seminar will help
students to understand the educational systems, successes, and problems of different countries. It will also
show how education creates inequalities in the society. This seminar is useful for students who want to
work in international organizations, interpretation/translation, and foreign language education after

graduation.
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Seminar on Performing Arts Culture in Japan

In this zemi, we approach Japanese culture from a global perspective, through aspects of visual culture,
performance, and performing arts. “Performing arts” here are not limited to only performing arts in a
narrow sense, such as Japanese theater, film, dance, music, festivals, etc., but also include literature,
religion, folklore, art, history, thought, customs, and contemporary society, if considered through the
concept of performance. For example, folklore could be approached from the perspective of oral
storytelling and communal productions and rituals. We could approach each topic from the perspective of
the performer, the audience, or both. Students will learn to incorporate various modes of media in their
research, and are encouraged to set their own topics relatively freely. We welcome students with diverse
interests who will stimulate each other throughout the two years of zemi.

The current students’ interest include: theater, architecture, art, music, religion, advertisement, yokai, and
SO on.
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EMEE (Fx)

- Japan's Living Theater (TCS quarter seminar) RAER-K4ER (F/4+4—45—)
BE. BB WEROT I OFEL BREAOBRES/NREENDEZEIZDNTERT S,
This course examines traditional Japanese theater, no, joruri, and kabuki, and how they are adapted into
modern stories, movies, and contemporary performances.

* Ghosts and the Supernatural in Japanese Culture (TCS quarter seminar)
A2KR-K2ER MY +—45—)
HHMASHEARTFTORARAXEEZWECKRELENST IO HTT B,
This course examines representations of ghosts and supernatural elements in various genres of classical
to contemporary Japanese culture, such as myths, anecdotes, theater, art, film, anime, and urban legends.

- Adaptations of Classical Japanese Literature (TCS quarter seminar)
A2FR-K2EKR (2RI +—45—)
BATHBRXZORREROMEFLZIY LT, BIZEOKRLEAIEEMICDONTEZ S,
This class examines adaptations of classical Japanese literature in and out of Japan. We pay attention to
how the Japanese past is revisited and reimagined in various time and genres, and for what purposes.
The class explores themes such as genre conventions, authorships, the mode of reception, and media.
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. . itarch@ da. j
Seminar on Japanese Popular Culture and Media pitarehtiaseda. Jb
This seminar will offer a space for students to explore popular culture and its expression in various media
through Japanese history. Students will be encouraged to think not only about the formal features of
Japanese popular fiction, music, manga, video games, etc., but also about their social and historical
implications, as well as their role in the modern global circulation of ideas and entertainment.

FRE Y B - BE

BE (BN

- BRRHARERRE (FLZNRERX) TIAUTFIUE (BH)
& HE : The Origins of Detective Fiction in Japan: Homage and Genre Subversion in the Early
Works of Edogawa Ranpo
This lecture will delve into the origins of detective fiction as a globe-spanning phenomenon, and its
development in Japan through the early works of Edogawa Ranpo (1894-1965). While demonstrating his
knowledge of early classics of the genre such as Edgar Allan Poe or Arthur Conan Doyle, as well as his
familiarity with contemporary criminal psychology, Ranpo challenges many of the principles of the genre
to produce a new fresh take on it, not devoid of comic elements.

EMEE ()
* Youth Culture in Modern East Asia (TCS quarter seminar) A2KR - K2KR (F/+—4%—)
HMBHERART7OT7ICETARRE L TOEERICOVWTERET %,
This course will examine how young men and women have been imagined and represented in modern
East Asia, through an analysis of literary works from the 1960s to the present. As a period of change and

uncertainty, youth has worked as a rich space to discuss issues of modernity, identity, sexuality, family
relations, and commodity culture. We will examine how modern consumer culture has fetishized the idea
of youth through fashion and music, as well as the many forms the idea of youth has been mobilized for
political activism.

* Global Genre Fiction (TCS quarter seminar) BABR-K4BER BV +—42—)
HERECTATFONED vV IILVINR(ERAT)— T7020— SF E)DRBERERFT 2.
This course will focus on a particular global genre like science fiction, mystery, fantasy, etc., paying
particular attention to Japan’s contributions to the genre at an international scale. Far from being mere
entertainment, genre fiction is a form of artistic expression that allows creators to tackle contemporary
social issues and imagine the possible futures of human culture.

- Storytelling and Media (TCS quarter seminar) K2MB5BR - £ 285B (BV+—42—)
INER - BNE - BE - U'— L. HbPIATAPICHEITB MR IDRIE- & - ZRICOVTRETT 3,
This course will explore how storytelling works in different media such as prose, film, comics, audio and
games, among others. Starting from a thorough grounding in Narratology, we will work together to
identify what narrative structures and techniques are common across media, and understand how they are
developed uniquely in each medium.
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Seminar on Diversity in Japanese Culture

Diversity has become a key theme in the study of Japanese culture in recent years across disciplines. In
this zemi, students will reexamine various aspects of Japanese culture through the umbrella theme of
diversity, exploring areas of study such as literature, film, art, history, contemporary society, media, and
subculture. The zemi seeks to complicate the view of Japanese culture and tradition as exclusively unique
and uniform, and instead aims to uncover the complexity of connections with other cultures and traditions.
Furthermore, students will learn to challenge the myth of Japan as a monolingual and homogeneous
country, and discover instead a heterogeneous and culturally diverse Japan, consisting of a wide range of
multilingual, multicultural, and multiethnic communities.
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HMEE ()
* Contemporary Japanese Fiction in English Translation (TCS quarter seminar)

K2BFR - Z2FR (Fr+—5—)
RRTHROIBAARNG  REBBZPOICHRBLTND, BRREBEAXFEOLSHKMEZRD,
This course offers students an opportunity to read contemporary Japanese fiction in English translation,
published in a variety of international print and online venues. Through a close study of the fiction as
well as the publication venues, we will explore the diverse themes and styles of contemporary Japanese
literature and how selected works have been introduced and circulated in the global market.

* Women's Coming-of-Age Narratives (TCS quarter seminar)

K2R - E2BR (MRI7+—5%—)
ZHEOBERYFEENDIT—YE, JO—NILEHRRMRKT 2,
This class will explore coming-of-age narratives by a diverse group of women writers from around the
world. We will consider how some themes are shared across cultures, while other are tied to their
cultural contexts. Through the course, we will explore how coming-of-narratives have represented
women’s lives, constructed or deconstructed ideals of girlhood and womanhood, and played a role in the
development of feminism.

- Global Tokyo (TCS quarter seminar) A4AKR - K4aER (Z2o9+—42—)

RREO—NLEHIELTRA, D% —, k. ERE#HGEITEBLENS, L SIRAEAT
1T DRHEBLTEKT %,
This course explores the modern city of Tokyo by examining a variety of material produced in Japan
and overseas, paying particular attention to issues of gender, class, ethnicity, and national identity. We
will explore how Tokyo has developed and changed over time from the standpoint of global and
comparative perspectives, and understand the interplay between traditional & modern, and global &
local.
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