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Language, Culture, and English Education (LCEE)
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fEDERIZDVTEVEWNIEWNSZEDIFZHLIEA D ENTEET,

18



7)“}jjx1tﬁﬁﬁ= edwardkchan@waseda.jp
American Studies

(NOTE: The content and format of this seminar has changed from previous years.) The
seminar will be an introduction to American studies, which is an interdisciplinary field of study
focused on various aspects of American culture. We will organize our study of America around
key topics (many of which are overlapping), such as national identity, race and ethnicity, class,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, globalization, immigration, regionalism, foodways,
consumerism, power and authority, countercultures, and so on. The seminar will emphasize
“active learning,” meaning students are expected to actively contribute to the class through
participation, discussion based on homework assignments, presentations, among other things.
The objective is to prepare students for researching and writing the graduation thesis.

Some things for you to consider if you are interested in this seminar:

1) You should be willing to speak, write, and listen in English, as the course will be entirely
in English.

2) You should be prepared to participate in discussion (in other words, talk, think, and
listen) every week.

3) You should be prepared to do work outside of class (i.e., homework), including reading,
writing, and preparing presentations.

4) You should be prepared to learn and conduct academic research in the library, through
fieldwork, and on the Internet.

5) You should be prepared to write your graduation thesis entirely in English, including
doing research in English. The topic of the thesis must be related to American culture.
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