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Language, Culture, and English Education (LCEE)
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Connections between Japanese and American Cinema

American cinema and Japanese cinema have had a unique and interesting relationship over
the years, and there have been many points of contact between them—for example,
coproduction, artistic influence, remakes, themes (for example, intercultural romance or World
War II), location/setting, popularity, and so forth. In this seminar, we will explore this
relationship in detail by studying a number of films that exhibit these points of contact. Some
examples include Walt Disney’s Bambi, Ishirdo Honda’s Godzilla, Akira Kurosawa’s Seven
Samurai, John Sturges’s The Magnificent Seven, Sydney Pollack’s The Yakuza, Masahiro
Shinoda’s MacArthur’s Children, Paul Schrader’s Mishima: A Life in Four Chapters, Hideo
Nakata’s Ringu, Masayuki Suo’s Shall We Dance, Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited Away, Quentin
Tarantino’s Kill Bill, and Sofia Coppola’s Lost in Translation. In general, cinema can be an
important medium for understanding culture, ideology, aesthetics, and language, among other
ISSues.

Some things for you to consider if you are interested in this seminar:
1) You should be willing to speak, write, and listen in English, as the course will be entirely

in English.

2) You should be prepared to participate in discussion (in other words, talk, think, and
listen) every week.

3) You should be willing to study films, not just be entertained by them.

4) You should be able to appreciate older, black-and-white films as well as newer films in
color. In other words, you should have an open mind.

5) You should be prepared to write your graduation thesis entirely in English, including
doing some research in English.
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